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not be held without the loss of eighteen or twenty men. The enemy were then moving down, and would have begun a skirmish which would have prevented the making a trench. I had not sufficient men. I therefore ordered the Strangers to retire before any fire commenced.
General Abercromby came to the camp for the first time since the opening of the batteries. He was in low spirits because an attack made on the Vigie by the 31 st, supported by the Grenadiers, had failed the night before. The 3 ist lost about 170 men. They went on, I understand, in great disorder, began to fire, and attracted the grape-shot of the redoubt on the top. This killed and wounded great numbers; the rest ran off. The attack was planned in a hurry, and executed without spirit or judgment. The regiments in general are extremely bad; it is hard to say whether the officers or men are worse. The greatest exertion was required to prevent the attack on Chabot from having a similar end. I informed the Commander-in-chief of the particulars of that incident that he might be on his guard; he does not seem to have profited by the information. It is to be regretted that the Vigie was not carried. Sir Ralph ought, I think, to have carried it at all risks, and have advanced regiment upon regiment till it was done. The loss of the enemy in that case, and not ours, would have been known to them. The Commander-in-chief is likewise hurt and surprised that the effect of the artillery has not been greater. Those about him are equally disconcerted. When it is determined that a post cannot be assaulted, but must be reduced by cannon, a certain time is required; that time, according to circumstances, must be greater or less. In a country so mountainous and difficult as this, it must be long. I told Sir Ralph that at the siege of Calvi the difficulties of the country were greater than here, that the siege therefore lasted upwards of two months, but the ordnance used there were 13-inch mortars and 26-pounders, and io|-inch howitzers. The difference in the labour of bringing such ordnance up instead of those of less calibre was trifling, but the difference of effect was considerable. If